
 
 
The City Council of the City of Columbus, Texas met in regular session on Thursday, July 9, 2009 at 6:30 
p.m., in the Council Chambers of City Hall located at 1538 Hwy 71 S, Columbus, Texas, with the following 
present: 
  
  Mayor - Dwain Dungen 

        Mayor Pro Tem          - Curtiss Schonenberg  
     Councilman                   -                Charles Richardson 
   Councilman                   -  John Axel 
   Councilman                   -                John Wagner 
  City Manager             -                 David Meisell 
  City Secretary                -                Patti Glaeser                                          
  Police Chief                   -                Danny Jackson 
  Utility Superintendent    -                 Wayne Karstadt 
 
            And the following absent: 
  Councilman - Bruce Tesch 
       
 

1. Call to Order. 
 

 Mayor Dungen called the meeting to order at 6:30 pm.   

2. Pledge of Allegiance and Invocation.  

Mayor Dungen led the Pledge of Allegiance and Invocation.  

3. Consent Agenda:  
a. Approval of Invoices.  
b. Approval of Minutes June 25, 2009 Regular Meeting.  
 
 

Councilman Wagner moved to approve the Invoices.  Councilman Axel seconded the motion.  
The vote was as follows: 
 
  Ayes:  Councilman Richardson, Axel, Schonenberg, Wagner   

         Absent:   Councilman Tesch 
 

The motion passed. 
 
Councilman Schonenberg moved to approve the Minutes of the June 25, 2009 meeting.  
Councilman Wagner seconded the motion.  The vote was as follows: 
 
  Ayes:  Councilman Richardson, Axel, Schonenberg, Wagner   

         Absent:   Councilman Tesch 
 

The motion passed. 
 

4. Consideration and Action to Approve Invoice from Curtiss Automotive.  
Councilman Richardson moved to approve the invoice from Curtiss Automotive in the amount of 
$..  Councilman Axel seconded the motion.  The vote was as follows: 
 
  Ayes:  Councilman Richardson, Axel, Wagner 
          Abstain:  Councilman Schonenberg  



         Absent:   Councilman Tesch 
 

The motion passed. 
 
 
 
 

5. Citizen’s Presentations and Comments.i

Barbara Peterman, Chairman of the Columbus Chamber of Commerce updated the Council on 
the recent Fourth of July Celebration and Children’s Parade. She thanked all that helped with the 
festivities including  Chief Jackson and City Manager, David Meisell, for their help with 
organization and the Mayor for his support.  

[i]  

 
6. Discussion of City Manager’s Report including City Hall Construction, Sewer Plant 

Renovations, River Status, Water Pumpage History, Economic Indicators, Railroad Grade 
Crossing Accident, New Road in Ag Complex, Hwy 71 Ditch Improvements, Fayette 
Savings Attempted Robbery, Water Main Breach, Forest Fire.  
 
Mr. Meisell presented his City Manager’s Report which is attached to these minutes.  

  
7. Discussion and Action Regarding Columbus Community and Industrial Development 

Corporation (CCIDC)  Past, Present, and Future.  
 

Councilman Wagner handed out a list of questions he came up with regarding the CCIDC and its 
land purchase and sales.   A copy of the questions are attached to these minutes.  Mayor Dungen 
said it would be hard to give answers.  He would like to have time to get with people in order to 
give the answers.  He asked other Council members if they would like to wait.  Other 
Councilmembers did not have an opinion.  Councilman Wagner then began reading the 
questions.   
 
Councilman Schonenberg said he would like the CCIDC Board to be in attendance to hear the 
answers. It was decided to have a joint meeting on July 23rd with CCIDC  At that time, the 
questions will be answered. 

 
8. Executive Session: in Accordance with Texas Government Code, Subchapter D, Section 

551.071 – Consultation with Attorney Regarding Glidden Fresh Water District and Texas 
Commission on Environmental Quality.  
 
Mayor Dungen adjourned the regular meeting at 7:07 pm so the Council could go into executive 
session in accordance with Texas Government Code, Subchapter D, Section 551.071-
Consultation with Attorney Regarding Glidden Fresh Water District and Texas Commission on 
Environmental Quality.    

 
 
9. Reconvene into Regular Session and Consider Action, if Any, Regarding Executive 

Session  - Glidden Fresh Water District and Texas Commission on Environmental Quality.  
 

Mayor Dungen reconvened into regular session at 8:29 pm.  No action was taken. 
 
10. Consider and Act on Mayor’s Appointment of Ty Prause, City Attorney, for a Two-Year 

Term Ending May 31, 2011.  
 



Mayor Dungen stated his choice for City Attorney was Ty Prause.  Councilman Wagner moved to 
approve the appointment of Ty Prause as the City Attorney for a two-year term ending May 31, 
2011.  Councilman Axel seconded the motion.  The vote was as follows: 
 
  Ayes:  Councilman Richardson, Axel, Schonenberg, Wagner   

         Absent:   Councilman Tesch 
 

The motion passed. 
 
11. Consider and Act on Mayor’s Appointment of John D. Mercer and Associates, City 

Engineer, for a Two-Year Term Ending May 31, 2011.  
 

Mayor Dungen stated his choice for City Engineer was John D Mercer and Associates.  
Councilman Schonenberg moved to approve the appointment of John D. Mercer and Associates 
for a two-year term ending May 31, 2011.  Councilman Wagner seconded the motion.  The vote 
was as follows: 
 
  Ayes:  Councilman Richardson, Axel, Schonenberg, Wagner   

         Absent:   Councilman Tesch 
The motion passed. 
 

12. Consider and Act on Mayor’s Appointment of Leonard Peters, Municipal Judge, for a Two-
Year Term Ending May 31, 2011.  

 
Mayor Dungen stated his choice for Municipal Judge was Leonard Peters.  Councilman Axel 
moved to approve the appointment of Leonard Peters as Municipal Judge for at two-year term 
ending May 31, 2011.   Councilman Wagner seconded the motion.  The vote was as follows: 
 
  Ayes:  Councilman Richardson, Axel, Schonenberg, Wagner   

         Absent:   Councilman Tesch 
 

The motion passed. 
 
13. Consider and Act on Mayor’s Appointment of Francis Truchard, Alternate Municipal 

Judge, for a Two-Year Term Ending May 31, 2011.  
 

Mayor Dungen stated his choice for Alternate Municipal Judge was Francis Truchard.  
Councilman Richardson moved to approve Francis Truchard as Alternate Municipal Judge for a 
two-year term ending May 31, 2011.  Councilman Schonenberg seconded the motion.  The vote 
was as follows: 
 
  Ayes:  Councilman Richardson, Axel, Schonenberg, Wagner 
          Absent:  Councilman Tesch   

 
The motion passed. 
 

 
14. Consider and Act on Mayor’s Appointment of Four Members to the Columbus Community 

Industrial and Development Corporation Board for a Two-Year Term Ending May 31, 2011.  
  

Mayor Dungen stated his choices for the CCIDC Board were Lori An Gobert, Curtiss 
Schonenberg, Matt Sprague and Dewayne Kotrla.  Councilman Wagner asked Mayor Dungen 
why he picked Mr. Kotrla.  Mayor Dungen stated Mr. Kotrla previously served on the CCIDC 
Board and would be able to help with explanations.  Councilman Wagner moved to approve Lori 
An Gobert and Curtiss Schonenberg to a two-year term ending May 31, 2011.  Councilman 
Richardson seconded the motion.  The vote was as follows: 



 
  Ayes:  Councilman Richardson, Axel, Schonenberg, Wagner   

         Absent:   Councilman Tesch 
 

The motion passed. 
  
Mayor Dungen then stated Matt Sprague as a choice for the CCIDC Board.  There was no motion 
for approval.   
 
Mayor Dungen then stated Dwayne Kotrla as a choice for the CCIDC Board.  There was no 
motion for approval 
 
Mayor Dungen then stated there were two open positions.  Further discussion evolved whether 
current members were still on the Board.   Councilman Richardson asked that City Attorney, Ty 
Prause be contacted for an opinion. 
 

15. Consider and Act on Mayor’s Appointment of  Four Members and One Alternate to the 
Board of Adjustment for a Two-Year Term Ending May 31, 2011.  

 
Mayor Dungen stated his choices for the Board of Adjustment included Patti Hill, Modina Mangini, 
Belinda Hastedt, Dr. Jerry Haluska, and Rita Ruffeno, Alternate.  Councilman Wagner said that 
Dr. Haluska resigned last year from the CCIDC at a time when his services were needed.   
Because of this, Councilman Wagner moved to reappoint everyone but Dr. Haluska.  Councilman 
Axel seconded the motion.  The vote was as follows: 
 
  Ayes:  Councilman Richardson, Axel, Schonenberg, Wagner   

         Absent:   Councilman Tesch 
 

The motion passed. 
 

16. Items from Councilmembers.2  

Councilman Wagner – no comment. 

Councilman Schonenberg – no comment. 

Councilman Axel – no comment. 

Councilman Richardson - no comment. 

Mayor Dungen asked how the water system was holding up.  Mr. Meisell said so far it was 
sufficient.  It is monitored everyday.   

17. Announcements.  

Patti Glaeser said Council Pictures will be Thursday, July 23rd  at 5:45 at the Live Oak Art Center 

18. Adjournment.  
 
The mayor adjourned the meeting at 8:45 pm. 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 

  

  ____________________________ 
Mayor, Dwain K. Dungen 
 
ATTEST: 
 
 
_______________________ 
Patti Glaeser, City Secretary 
 
1During this agenda item, citizens may comment for the record on items, which are not on the agenda.  
However, the Council may not participate in discussion or deliberation on any item that is not on the agenda.  
Citizens may request that a topic be added to a future agenda. 
 
Citizens who wish to comment on a posted agenda item may do so when that item is addressed by the 
Mayor.  Citizen’s comments are limited to five minutes.   
 
2 Limited to statements.  Issues raised by councilmembers under this item cannot be deliberated by Council.  
The Open Meetings Act does not allow Council to deliberate items that don’t appear on the agenda.   

 
 

 
 

                                                           
 


