
 
 
The City Council of the City of Columbus, Texas met in special session on Tuesday, August 5, 2008 at 6:30 p.m., in 
the Council Chambers of City Hall located at 605 Spring Street, Columbus, Texas, with the following present: 

  
  Mayor - Richard Heffley 

        Mayor Pro Tem          - Curtiss Schonenberg  
  Councilman - Charles Richardson 
  Councilwoman - Sandra Frnka  
  Councilman  - Bruce Tesch 
  Councilman                   -                 John Wagner  
                     City Manager             -              David Meisell 
  City Secretary                - Patti Glaeser 
 
                       
 

1. Call to Order. 
Mayor Heffley called the meeting to order at 6:30 pm. 

2. Pledge of Allegiance and Invocation. 
 

Mayor Heffley led the Pledge of Allegiance and the Invocation. 

3. Discussion of Budget Workshop. 

City Manager, David Meisell, discussed the major revenue line items.   A tax increase of 4 cents, 
which would pay for the general fund’s portion of the certificates of obligation for City Hall 
renovation,  were discussed. Sales tax was budgeted at $710,000.  Increases in the Water 
Department were budgeted at $75,000 and $70,000 in the Sewer department and $40,000 in the 
Gas department.   

Donald Warschak, City Engineer, discussed the Water well history. 

 Spring Well, drilled in 2007, pumps 400 gallons per minute. 

 Tait Well, drilled in 1961, pumps 500 gallons per minute and was rebuilt in 2006. 

 Park Well, drilled in 1972, pumps 400 gallons per minute, and was rebuilt in 2004. 

 Swimming Pool Well, drilled in 1979, pumps 700 gallons per minute, and was rebuilt in 2005. 

Councilman Schonenberg suggested the City add to the Certificates of Obligation and drill a new 
water well and build a new water plant. 

Mr. Meisell also proposed raising the Hotel/Motel tax rate from 6% to 7%.  He anticipated the rates 
would increase revenue to approximately $153,000.  Several members of the CCVB were present 
to discuss the City’s plan.  If the CCVB contract is not renewed, the City would retain Hotel/Motel 
funds in the City and would disburse funds as the law allows.  An administrative person would be 
retained, possibly at the current office in the Opera House. 

4. Announcements. 

There were no additional announcements. 

5. Adjournment. 

    There being no further business, Mayor Heffley declared the meeting adjourned at 8:55 p.m. 
 
 
 
____________________________ 
Mayor, Richard Heffley 
 
 



ATTEST: 
 
 
 
_______________________ 
Patti Glaeser, City Secretary 
 
 
1During this agenda item, citizens may comment for the record on items which are not on the agenda.  However, the 
Council may not participate in discussion or deliberation on any item that is not on the agenda.  Citizens may request 
that a topic be added to a future agenda. 
 
Citizens who wish to comment on a posted agenda item may do so when that item is addressed by the Mayor.  
Citizen’s comments are limited to five minutes.   
 
2 Limited to statements.  Issues raised by councilmembers under this item cannot be deliberated by Council.  The 
Open Meetings Act does not allow Council to deliberate items that don’t appear on the agenda.   
 


