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The City Council of the City of Columbus, Texas met in regular session
on Thursday, May 8, 2008 at 6:30 p.m., in the Council Chambers of City
Hall located at 605 Spring Street, Columbus, Texas, with the following
present:
        
         Mayor  -       Richard Heffley
                      Mayor Pro Tem             -       Curtiss Schonenberg
                Councilman      -       Charles Richardson
                Councilman                   -                 John Wagner
                                 City Manager                   -               David Meisell
                City Secretary                - Patti Glaeser
 
And the following absent:
                 Councilwoman   -       Sandra Frnka
                Councilman      -       Chuck Rankin
        
 
1.  Call to Order.
 
Mayor Heffley called the meeting to order at 6:30 pm.
2.  Pledge of Allegiance and Invocation.
Mayor Heffley led the Pledge of Allegiance and Invocation.
3.      Consent Agenda:
a.      Approval of invoices.
b.      Approval of Minutes of April 28, 2008 Regular Meeting.
 
Councilman Richardson moved to accept the Consent Agenda.  Councilman
Schonenberg seconded the motion.  The vote was as follows:
 
                Ayes:  Councilman Richardson, Schonenberg, Wagner
                Absent:   Councilwoman Frnka, Councilman Rankin
 
The motion passed.
4.      Consideration and Action to Approve Invoices from Curtiss Automotive.
Councilman Wagner moved to approve the invoices from Curtiss
Automotive.   Councilman Richardson seconded the motion.  The vote was
as follows:
 
                Ayes:  Councilman Richardson, Wagner
                                   Abstain:  Councilman Schonenberg
                Absent:   Councilwoman Frnka, Councilman Rankin
 
The motion passed.
 
5.      Citizen's Presentations and Comments1
 
Mandy Gerik asked to speak regarding closing the Railroad Crossings.
 
6.      Discussion of City Manager's Report including Cardinal Hill
Turn-Around, River Status, Water Pumpage History, Swimming Pool
Update, City Hall Update, Auction, Sewer Line Repair, Burford Street
Street Sewer Improvements, Request for Access Through Industrial Park,
Revenue Results Through April, City Vehicle Rear-Ended, Train Wreck,
City Manager Employment Status.
City Manager, David Meisell, presented his City Manager's Report,
which is attached to these minutes.  In addition to the report, City
Engineer, Donald Warschak researched Industrial Park deed documents
that restrict Highway 71 access.  In addition to the City Manager's
employment status, Mayor Heffley asked the Council to allow him and
Mr. Meisell to handle replacement issues.
 
 
 
7.      Discussion and Action with the Architect Regarding City Hall Improvements.
Tim Gescheidle, Architect with TSG Architects, discussed City Hall
improvement options with the Council.  He mentioned that the City of
Hallettsville recently went through renovations and they vacated their
building during the process.  Councilman Wagner asked if it would be
better to rebuild than to remodel.  Mr. Geischedle responded that it
would cost approximately $3-4 Million to rebuild.  He suggested
remodeling based on the political aspect of the great location. He
also said that the current City Hall is structurally well built.  He
said the most serious issues are the asbestos presence and making the
building ADA compliant.
Mr. Meisell would like to begin the planning and will bring a budget
amendment back to Council at the next meeting.  He would like to begin
work by next January.  Councilman Schonenberg voiced his support for
the project.
No action was taken.
8.      Discussion and Action Regarding Railroad Crossing Sites at County
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Road 2104, Rampart and Austin Streets.
The closing of various railroad crossings were discussed. Safety was
the number one concern.  Several pros and cons were discussed.  It was
decided that a public hearing would be held before any permanent
decisions would be made.  The crossing at Austin Street would remain
closed until a final decision is made.   Mandy Gerik, whose
father-in-law lives in the house immediately northeast of the
crossing, said she was in favor of closing the crossing.
9.      Consideration and Action to Approve a Request by the Live Oak
Festival to Close Milam Street From Jackson Street to Walnut Street;
and, to close Walnut Street from Milam Street to Legion Drive; for
Approximately one and one-half hours Beginning at 11:00 a.m. Saturday,
May 17, 2008 for the Live Oak Festival Parade.
Councilman Wagner moved to approve a request by the Live Oak Festival
to close Milam Street from Jackson Street to Walnut Street; and to
close Walnut Street from Milam Street to Legion Drive for
approximately one and one-half hours beginning at 11:00 a.m. Saturday,
May 17, 2008 for the Live Oak Festival Parade.  Councilman Schonenberg
seconded the motion.   The vote was as follows:
 
                Ayes:  Councilman Richardson, Schonenberg, Wagner
                Absent:   Councilwoman Frnka, Councilman Rankin
 
The motion passed.
 
10.     Consideration and Action to Approve Ordinance # 81-08, Amending
Article 12.02, Section 12.02.002 Speed limits on specific streets of
the Code of Ordinances of the City of Columbus.
Ordinance #81-08 amends speed limits on Texas State Business Highway
71 from north city limits at the North River Bridge to Interstate 10
Interchange and Texas State Highway 71 South from Interstate 10
Interchange to the south city limits at Ratliff Creek to 35 miles per
hour.
Councilman Wagner moved to approve Ordinance #81-08, amending Article
12.02, Section 12.02.002  Speed limits on specific streets  of the
Code of Ordinances of the City of Columbus and amending ordinances to
include school zones to 20 miles per hour when active.  Councilman
Schonenberg seconded the motion.  The vote was as follows:
 
                Ayes:  Councilman Richardson, Schonenberg, Wagner
                Absent:   Councilwoman Frnka, Councilman Rankin
 
The motion passed.
11.     Items from Councilmembers.2
Councilman Richardson  - no comment.
Councilman Schonenberg – no comment.
Councilman Wagner – no comment.
 
13.     Announcements.
Mayor Heffley reminded everyone that the election results would need
to be canvassed.  Patti Glaeser explained the options and timeframe
within which the new Councilman would take office.  It was decided the
meeting would remain on Monday, May 19, 2008.  The Council recommended
that the time of the meeting change from 6:30 p.m. to midday, around
12:30 p.m.
              There were no additional announcements.
12.     Adjournment.
      There being no further business, Mayor Heffley declared the
meeting adjourned at 8:45p.m.
 
 
 
 
____________________________
Mayor, Richard Heffley
 
 
ATTEST:
 
 
 
_______________________
Patti Glaeser, City Secretary
 
 
1During this agenda item, citizens may comment for the record on items
which are not on the agenda.  However, the Council may not participate
in discussion or deliberation on any item that is not on the agenda.
Citizens may request that a topic be added to a future agenda.
 
Citizens who wish to comment on a posted agenda item may do so when
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that item is addressed by the Mayor.  Citizen's comments are limited
to five minutes.
 
2 Limited to statements.  Issues raised by councilmembers under this
item cannot be deliberated by Council.  The Open Meetings Act does not
allow Council to deliberate items that don't appear on the agenda.
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