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The City Council of the City of Columbus, Texas met in regular session
on Monday, April 14, 2008 at 6:30 p.m., in the Council Chambers of
City Hall located at 605 Spring Street, Columbus, Texas, with the
following present:
 
Mayor - Richard Heffley
Mayor Pro Tem - Curtiss Schonenberg
Councilman - Charles Richardson
Councilwoman - Sandra Frnka
Councilman - Chuck Rankin
Councilman - John Wagner (left at 8:25pm)
City Manager - David Meisell
City Secretary - Patti Glaeser
 
1. Call to Order.
 
Mayor Heffley called the meeting to order at 6:30 pm.
2. Pledge of Allegiance and Invocation.
Mayor Heffley led the Pledge of Allegiance and Invocation.
3. Consent Agenda:
a. Approval of invoices.
b. Approval of Minutes of March 24, 2008 Regular Meeting.
 
Councilwoman Frnka moved to approve the Consent Agenda. Councilman
Schonenberg seconded the motion. The vote was as follows:
 
Ayes: Councilman Richardson, Schonenberg, Rankin, Wagner
Councilwoman Frnka
 
The motion passed.
4. Consideration and Action to Approve Invoice from Curtiss Automotive.
Councilman Rankin moved to approve the invoice from Curtiss
Automotive. Councilman Richardson seconded the motion. The vote was
as follows:
 
Ayes: Councilman Richardson, Rankin, Wagner
Councilwoman Frnka
Abstain: Councilman Schonenberg.
 
The motion passed.
The Mayor then moved to Agenda item #7.
7. Consideration and Action to Approve Ordinance 78-08, National
Incident Management System (NIMS).
City Manager, David Meisell, gave an overview of the history the City
has with Colorado County and Emergency Management. He is concerned
with the poor communication Colorado County has shown to the City of
Columbus in the past.
Chuck Rogers, Colorado County Emergency Management Coordinator, was
present. He explained that NIMS is a management tool that is used to
describe how you manage each event. He said that the County and the
cities of Eagle Lake and Weimar have already signed the policy. He
further explained that if the City of Columbus does not approve and
adopt this plan, none of the other entities will be covered. The plan
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must be adopted by June 30, 2008.
The mayor voiced his concerns with the County for voting to not meet
with the City regarding recent issues. Councilman Schonenberg is
concerned about safety because of no communication with the County.
Mr. Rogers said the County's role is not to tell the City what is
going on, but to provide support.
Councilman Rankin moved to approve Ordinance 78-08 – National Incident
Management System. Councilwoman Frnka seconded the motion. The vote
was as follows:
 
Ayes: Councilman Richardson, Schonenberg, Rankin, Wagner
Councilwoman Frnka
 
The motion passed.
 
Councilwoman Frnka asked Mr. Rogers if the City could count on Mr.
Roger's cooperation and requested Mr. Rogers to keep the Council
abreast of things as soon as he knows about them. Mr. Rogers said he
could be counted on.
Mr. Rogers explained that Judge Jamison is the County Emergency
Management Director, Chuck Rogers is the County Emergency Management
Coordinator, Mayor Heffley is the Emergency Management Director for
the City and David Meisell is the City Emergency Management
Coordinator.
8. Consideration and Action to Approve Ordinance 79-08 to Annex of 9.5
Acres of Land in the Elizabeth Tumlinson Survey, Abstract No. 44,
Colorado County, Texas.
Councilman Rankin moved to approve Ordinance 79-08 to annex 9.5 acres
of land in the Elizabeth Tumlinson Survey, Abstract No.44, Colorado
County, Texas. This ordinance also includes a service plan.
Councilman Schonenberg seconded the motion. The vote was as follows:
 
Ayes: Councilman Richardson, Schonenberg, Rankin, Wagner
Councilwoman Frnka
 
The motion passed.
9. Consideration and Action to Submit a Proposed Revision of Zoning of
9.5 Acres in the Elizabeth Tumlinson Survey, Abstract No. 44, Colorado
County, Texas from District R, Single-Family or Two-Family Residential
District to District B, Business or Commercial District, to the
Planning & Zoning Committee for Recommendation and Report.
Councilman Schonenberg moved to submit a proposed revision of zoning
of 9.5 acres in the Elizabeth Tumlinson Survey, Abstract No. 44,
Colorado County, Texas from District R, Single-Family or Two- Family
Residential District to District B, Business or Commercial District,
to the Planning & Zoning Committee for recommendation and report.
Councilman Rankin seconded the motion. The vote was as follows:
 
Ayes: Councilman Richardson, Schonenberg, Rankin, Wagner
Councilwoman Frnka
 
The motion passed.
10. Consideration and Action to Approve Ordinance 80-08 Establishing
Stated Meetings of the City Council of the City of Columbus, Texas.
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Mayor Heffley explained the request to have the meeting times changed.
The original request is to have the meetings changed to the first and
third Mondays of every month. He stated that with other entities
having meetings on the same day as City Council meetings, it is hard
for the press to cover the City's meeting. He also said Bruce Tesch
asked Council to consider the change due to the conflict with Fire
Department training and meetings being held on the same night as City
Council meetings. Councilman Rankin voiced his concerns that the
third Mondays are already CCIDC meetings. Mayor Heffley asked each
councilmember for their thoughts. Councilman Schonenberg said he is
flexible. Councilwoman Frnka, who took the podium to give her
thoughts, was concerned with setting a precedence for the future. She
is concerned that if the Council starts changing the meetings for one
person, they would have to change for all people. Mr. Meisell
presented a solution of meeting on a different night. Councilman
Rankin moved to Approve Ordinance 80-08, establishing stated meetings
of the City Council of the City of Columbus, Texas on the second and
fourth Thursdays of each month. Councilman Richardson seconded the
motion. The vote was as follows:
 
Ayes: Councilman Richardson, Schonenberg, Rankin, Wagner
Councilwoman Frnka
 
The motion passed.
12. Consideration and Action to Approve the Appointment of Three
members to the Columbus Community Industrial Development Corporation
(CCIDC) Board for a term ending May 2010.
Mayor Heffley presented his appointments to the CCIDC Board. He said
Chuck Rankin, Jerry Henderson and Jim Whitcomb have all volunteered to
serve another term. Councilman Richardson moved to approve the
appointment of the three volunteers to the CCIDC Board for a term
ending May 2010. Councilman Schonenberg seconded the motion. The
vote was as follows:
 
Ayes: Councilman Richardson, Schonenberg, Wagner
Councilwoman Frnka
Abstain: Councilman Rankin
 
The motion passed.
13. Consideration and Acton to Approve Appointment of a Library Board
Member for a term ending October 2011.
Councilman Schonenberg moved to appoint Joe Hluchanek to the Nesbitt
Library Board for a term ending October 2011. Councilman Richardson
seconded the motion. The vote was as follows:
 
Ayes: Councilman Richardson, Schonenberg, Rankin, Wagner
Councilwoman Frnka
 
The motion passed.
 
14. Consideration and Action to Approve Budget Amendment for the
City's portion of Retirement Benefits for E. Hernandez under USERRA.
Councilman Rankin moved to approve a budget amendment in the amount of
$1,422.48 for the City's portion of Retirement Benefits for E.



The City Council of the City of

http://www.columbustexas.net/meetings/cminutes/2008%20Minutes/cm080414.htm[11/29/2010 9:31:44 AM]

Hernandez under USERRA. Councilwoman Frnka seconded the motion. The
vote was as follows:
 
Ayes: Councilman Richardson, Schonenberg, Rankin, Wagner
Councilwoman Frnka
 
The motion passed.
15. Consideration and Action to Approve Budget Amendment for Swimming
Pool Ladder Tower.
Councilwoman Frnka moved to approve a budget amendment for a swimming
pool ladder tower in the amount of $6,300.00. Councilman Schonenberg
seconded the motion. The vote was as follows:
 
Ayes: Councilman Richardson, Schonenberg, Rankin, Wagner
Councilwoman Frnka
 
The motion passed.
 
A request for reimbursement of funds will be made to the CCIDC.
 
At this time, the mayor moved to Agenda Item #17.
 
17. Announcements.
Mayor Heffley thanked Curtiss and Marian Schonenberg and the Columbus
Garden Club for all their hard work with the Trash-off day on April 4,
2008. He also thanked all the other organizations that participated
in the Trash-Off day.
 
Councilman Wagner was excused from the meeting at 8:25 p.m.
5. Citizen's Presentations and Comments.
There were no citizen's presentations or comments.
 
 
6. Discussion of City Manager's Report including Drainage
Improvements, TXDOT Refueling Point Revisions, River Status, Water
Plants Turn-Around, Water Pumpage History, Swimming Pool Update, Sales
Tax Results, Employee Meeting, Mobile Home Ordinance Update, Code
Enforcement Update, City Hall Update.
 
City Manager, David Meisell, presented his City Manager's Report,
which is attached to these minutes.
 
11. Discussion of City of Columbus' Comprehensive Annual Financial
Report for the Fiscal Year Ended September 30, 2007.
Mr. Meisell presented a short analysis of the Comprehensive Annual
Financial Report for the Fiscal Year ended September 30, 2007. He
asked that the Council review the report during the next two weeks. At
the next Council meeting, auditor, Chris Arthur, will be in attendance
to discuss the audit in detail.
16. Items from Councilmembers.2
Councilman Rankin – no comment.
Councilman Schonenberg thanked the Council for their participation in
the Trash-Off Day.
Councilwoman Frnka – no comment.
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Councilman Richardson – no comment. 
18. Adjournment.
There being no further business, Mayor Heffley declared
the meeting adjourned at 9:43 p.m.
 
 
 
 
____________________________
Mayor, Richard Heffley
 
 
ATTEST:
 
 
 
_______________________
Patti Glaeser, City Secretary
 
 
1During this agenda item, citizens may comment for the record on items
which are not on the agenda. However, the Council may not participate
in discussion or deliberation on any item that is not on the agenda.
Citizens may request that a topic be added to a future agenda.
 
Citizens who wish to comment on a posted agenda item may do so when
that item is addressed by the Mayor. Citizen's comments are limited
to five minutes.
 
2 Limited to statements. Issues raised by councilmembers under this
item cannot be deliberated by Council. The Open Meetings Act does not
allow Council to deliberate items that don't appear on the agenda.
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