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Hazard, Risk Description- 
 
The City of Columbus’ McCormick Street Wastewater Treatment Facility, located on the Colorado 
River, has a long history of experiencing significant impacts from flooding.  The southwest bank 
of the Colorado River is eroding, and the river is encroaching on the wastewater treatment facility 
site. The McCormick Wastewater Treatment Facility serves the entire City of Columbus except 
for the industrial park, which has a separate industrial wastewater treatment plant.  The Army 
Corps of Engineers performed a Federal Determination Interest Study in 2016 and a feasibility 
study in 2018 regarding the riverbank erosion at this site the facility remain in this location, it is 
highly possible that the Colorado River will washout the wastewater treatment facility.  During 
Hurricane Harvey, the river came within feet of washing the existing facility away. 
 
Hazard Mitigation Actions- 
 
The proposed wastewater treatment improvement activities include replacement of the existing 
McCormick Wastewater Treatment Plant with a new, relocated treatment facility.  The new facility 
will be located approximately 500 feet further away from the Colorado River than the existing 
facility.  Constructing a new wastewater treatment plant further away from the river will reduce the 
likelihood of the treatment facility being washed away by the river.  The new facility will also 
include an emergency standby generator to maintain wastewater treatment abilities during a 
power outage.   
 
Provide a Project Summary- 
 
The City of Columbus has an existing 0.65 million gallons per day (MGD) wastewater treatment 
facility that includes a single bullseye treatment unit, sand drying beds, polymer beds, an influent 
lift station, and mechanical bar screen.  The proposed project is to construct a new diffused-air 
wastewater treatment unit with dual treatment trains, a new headworks structure, new emergency 
standby power generator, new sludge drying beds, and all related appurtenances for a fully 
operational wastewater treatment facility approximately 600 feet from the western riverbank of the 
Colorado River.  The project will also include decommissioning and removal of the existing 
wastewater treatment facility.  
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